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52.—Sea-going Vessels entered and cleared, by Principal Countries, fiscal year ended 
Mar. 31,1927—concluded. 

VESSELS CLEARED OUTWARDS. 
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Total 3,191 8,663,614 218,625 8,336 4,540,713 176,394 9,396 9,721,161 225,167 

2.—Inland Shipping. 
Inland shipping is associated in its beginnings with the birch-bark canoe of the 

American Indian. The advantages of this light and easily navigable boat were 
realized by explorers and fur traders, and for many years it was in general use, 
giving way to more substantial craft only with the demands of heavier traffic. 
The "bateau" and Durham boat came into common use after the migration of the 
U.E. Loyalists, and," on the St. Lawrence and the other main highways of the time, 
they also soon gave place to larger vessels. Original plans of the Lachine canal, 
which called for a width of 12 feet and a depth of 18 inches, afford an illustration 
of the size of these primitive craft. 

In the absence of any roads making land travel possible, the St. Lawrence 
river and the Great Lakes formed the main highway to the interior. The route 
from Montreal to the Upper Lakes was broken at three places—from Montreal 
to Kingston transportation was by "bateau" or Durham boat, from Kingston to 
Queenston schooners were used, then there was the portage road from Queenston 
to Chippawa and, finally, schooner again to the destination. The charge for trans
porting a barrel of rum from Montreal to Kingston was from $3.00 to $3.50, and 
freight charges on other goods were proportions of the rate on this standard article. 

In 1809, the "Accommodation", the first Canadian steamship, was built for 
the Hon. John Molson, to run between Montreal and Quebec. By 1818 Molson 
formed a company, the St. Lawrence Steamship Company or the Molson Line. 
On lake Ontario, the "Frontenac", beginning with 1817, was used on a weekly 
service between York and Prescott, and following this beginning came a period of 


